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GREETINGS ON THE

INDEPENDENCE DAY AUGUST 15

TODAY, August 15, we are celebrating the
Independence Day of India. My greetings
to all my fellow citizens and friends on
this happy occasion.

India has come a long way since
1947. We are a nation of 1.25 billion peo-
ple. Demographically, India is one of
youngest countries. India is the largest
democracy of the world. It is one of the
fastest growing economies. India is one of
the largest reservoirs of skilled and semi-
skilled man-
power. But India
is still poor and
under devel-
oped. We are to
go a long way. It
is a matter of
concern and
worry that
things are seem-
ingly not under
control. The di-
visive forces are
at work and are
gaining
strength. We
are a divided lot on the basis of caste and
religion. We are one of the top corrupt na-
tions. The economy is in dis-array. Political
parties do not have any national agenda.
India is surrendered by hostile neighbours.

India Today, in one of its latest is-
sues has termed India as “World’s only
RDC"” and said “There are LDCs (Less De-
veloped Countries) and there are UDCs
(Under Developed Countries) But India is
an RDC, a Refusing to Develop Country,
thanks to its politicians. India today has
further informed that in 1982, India’s per
capita income was 39% higher than
China’s. By 1912, India’s per capita in-
come had reduced to just 24% of China’s.
An average Chinese is 3 times richer than
an Indian; he was 28% poorer than an In-
dian in 1982. It is a matter of shame
and concern. Let the Independence Day
be an occasion for introspection. We have
definitely gone wrong on the way. Before
we get derailed, we need to remind our-
selves of the warning Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
gave in the Constituent Assembly in No-
vember, 1949. He said “Independence is
no doubt a matter of joy. But let us not
forget this independence has thrown on
us great responsibilities. By independence,
we have lost the excuse of blaming the
British for anything going wrong. If here-
after things go wrong, we will have no-
body to blame but ourselves”

Ramesh Chander
(Ambassador, IFS Rtd.)

SC/ST and Dalit Christians,

Buddhists - Tuition fees free
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APPROVING NOVEMBER 2013 AS SIKH AWARENESS

APPRECATION MONTH,CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY PASSES ACR 25

Senate Majority Leader Senator Ellen M. Corbett & Assémbly
member Bob Wieckowski with the Sikh community members

Sacramento:- Assembly Concurrent Resolution;
ACR 25 (Wieckowski) honoring Sikh American Awareness
and Appreciation Month November 2013 was passed by
the California Assembly on Monday afternoon August 19,
2013. ACR 25 was authored and presented on the As-
sembly floor by Assembly member Bob Wieck-
owski with Assembly member Dan Logue as its
principal Coauthor. = Assembly member Henry
Perea and seven other Assembly members sup-
ported the Resolution with powerful speeches on
the Assembly floor and became its Coauthors [%
when asked by the Speaker of the House. ——

Senate Majority Leader Sen. Ellen M. Cor-
bett also spoke strongly in favor of the
Resolution in her welcoming address at
the reception. The reception with refresh-
ments was arranged by Assembly mem-
ber Bob Wieckowski at 11.00 A.M in
Room number 313 at the Capitol building before the start
of the session.

Subsequently 40-50 Sikh Community members
who attended the reception were led to the Assembly Hall
Visitor’s Gallery at around noon time when the ACR 25
was presented, discussed and voted upon. The ACR 25

!

Assembly member Bob Wieckowski with Late commissioner Lahori
Ram family & Prem K. Chumber (www.ambedkartimes.com)

was passed with a unanimous vote across the party lines
as Assembly members from both parties became its Coau-
thors and strongly spoke in its support.
Prof. Onkar Singh Bindra, a retired Educationist,
Harpal Singh Rana, a Punjabi Teacher in Logan High
T School, many students and several other active
community members from the Sacramento as
well as Bay area were present. On behalf of the
Sikh Council of Central California (SCCC) Educa-
tion and Awareness Committee, Charanjit Singh
Batth, Pashaura Singh Dhillon (Coordinator) and
Joga Singh Mahil from Madera travelled all the
way from the Central Valley California to support
ACR 25. It is worth mentioning here that
the pre-runner of ACR 25 was the Reso-
lution passed by the Sikh Council of Cen-

[T METO R MBI ot California (SCCC) in its annual

celebration of the Sikh Awareness and
Appreciation Month November 2012 during the Guru
Nanak Prakash Utsav at the Lincoln High School Selma last
year. Prem Kumar Chumber Chief Editor of “Ambedkar
Times” & “Desh (Doaba” (www.ambedkartimes.com &
www.deshdoaba.com ) was also in attendance and took
the photographs. (Continued on page no 4)

Sacramento (Ambedkartimes.com
News Bureau)- The Indus Valley
American Chamber of Commerce
(IVACC) along with the Ram Family
organized the Fifth Annual Picnic
in Memory of Late Lahori Ram,
Commissioner, California Economic

Commission, on Sunday August nament.

18th 2013 at the Elk Grove Park in
Elk Grove, CA. Guests came from

all over California to enjoy a beauti-
ful day in the park. Many elected
officials also attended the event
and presented Mrs. Prito Ram with
Certificates of Recognition.
was an organized girl's soccer tour-
nament and a men's volleyball tour-
Food and drinks were

served from 10:00 am to 6:30 pm.
Raj Brar, a renowned Punjabi singer,

There

Punjabi
songs in memory of Lahori Ram.
Honorable Roger Dickinson

(L to R) JP Singh, Sukh Chan (IVACC Members), Sacramento City Coun-
cil man Alan Warren, Yuba City City Council man Tej Mann, Assembly
Man Roger Dickinson, Jagdev Ram and Ajaipaul Ram

(Assembly Member District 7)
(Continued on page 4)
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Beats of Life (Bol) Entertainment LLC

Presents

For more m[onnallon (all
Dr! Harmesh Humar
i925—285-9881

Dr! Mamta Joslﬁo

Live in Concert

SHOW. DATE: AUGUST 24TH, 2013 SHOW. DATE: AUGUST 25TH, 2013
6:00 PM ONWARDS 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

PLACE: PARADISE PALACE, 1440 WEEDPATCH Hwy, PLACE: DANTE CLUB HALL, 6176 N. GRANTLAND AVE.,
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307 FRESNO, CA 93722

TickeT: VVIP, VIP & $50 TickeT: VVIP, VIP & $50

(INCLUDE DINNER AND SNACKS) (INCLUDE DINNER AND SNACKS)
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Indian, Pakistani & F‘ ijjian Groceries
We are open 7 DAYS A WEEK TIME : 9:00 A.M. TO 8:30 RM.
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

RENT DVDS$ & BUY CLOTHES ENJOY YOUR DAY WITH HOPES
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

Call fo Happy- Cel : (209) 594-8473 Ph: (209) 478-0285 Fax : (209) 477-3206
A3 4B enTBTEls fedet € Gusdu ual
Email: indiabazaar0O8yahoo.com
304 E HAMMER LANE # 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210

AAA AUTO &
BODY WORKS INC.

A3 f¥a g faad ¥t et df HdH3 i3 fedmie
3 fesrer 9t ® Ye € a4 SHSTaun o3 Aer 9
YT &gt aret udtee w3 S-edq B uH YEy I

We Do Complete Engine Transmission,Body and
Paint Work We Sell Used Cars at a Good Price

AAA AUTO &
BODY WORKS INC.

We Do Complete Engine, Transmission,
Body and Paint Work
We Sell Used Cars at a Good Price

'FREE ESTIMATES © FREE TOWING
1421 Industrial Pkwy West #F Hayward, CA 94544 |

PH: 510-733-2222 Fax: 510-728-0714 J|

@ . CHEVROLEY T"WOTA

Free Eximates

Prop: Jushif Singh Takhar
510-755-2132

Free Towing

510- 733- 2222

1421 Industrial PKWY West#F Hayward, CA 94544

fenma mret et femmetsg sfoar 3
He 3 & fFareing Hiver frgeet
UarEhnt A3 3 yaie |
w3 3% foet, fmret w3 Qo € s,
3 sietst &t wgg 3t FBams O
auteaat 3 a9 afoe aroat st
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BRIDAL
BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY

. a N b ST

29576 Mission Blvd, Hayward, CA 94544
Visit us on the Web at www.kashfabrics.com

WE ARE
SPECIALIST IN
CATERING & SPECIAL
ITEMS ARE
AVAILABLE

HERE :

FISH PAKORE,

CHILLI CHICKEN,

GOAT KARI,

SHAHI PANEER,

BUTTER CHICKEN,
SWEETS,
SNACKS

AND MORE

SPECIAL ITEMS. C ontact Us .
EEEl b, 510-885-1212
WE ARE OPEN

SEVEN DAYS
11AM TO 10PM

Fax 910-889-1932

Surinder Koka

www.haywardtandoor.com
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APPROVING NOVEMBER 2013 AS SIKH AWARENESS
APPRECATION IVIONTH CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY PASSES ACR 25

Fifth Picnic IVACC in Lahori Ram Memory

spoke about the life of Lahori Ram
and presented Certificate to the Ram
Family.

Honorable Dr. Richard Pan
(Assembly Member District 9) spoke
about the great contribution the In-
dian community have made in his dis-
trict.

Honorable Tej Mann (Council
Member - City of Yuba City) brought
a Proclamation from the City of Yuba
City. He said that he owes his suc-
cess to the hard work of State Com-
missioner Lahori Ram.

Honorable Mark Johannessen

(Council Member - City of West
Sacramento) who is running for As-
sembly from the Sacramento area
also spoke about the importance of
political activism.

Honorable Alan Warren
(Council Member - City of Sacra-
mento) said he is always at the dis-
posal of the Indian community and
especially the Ram Family.

Honorable Diana Rodriguez
(Trustee - Sacramento City Unified
School District) who is running for
Assembly  wore traditional Indian
clothing. She spoke about the impor-

tance of including the history of mi-
nority communities in the school cur-
riculum.

Anne Marie Shubert - Candi-
date for Sacramento County's Dis-
trict Attorney's office said she would
like to get more involved in the com-
munity and was thankful to the or-
ganizers for allowing her to come and
meet the community.

Many members for the local
Sikh Gurdwaras were present. Indo-
American Cultural Organization, CA-
USA honored Mrs. Prito Ram for the
family's service to the community.

President Bindra said that Lahori Ram
was one of the first supporters when
the organization started celebrating
the Mela Ghadri Babeyan Da.

IVACC board members Sukh
Singh, Igbal Badwalz and Gary Sidhu
were very active in the festivities.

Jagdev and Ajaipaul Ram
thanked everyone for attending and
keeping the memory of their Father
alive. They said we all need to con-
tinue the hard work of their Father
and work together to reach the
next level.




